[Maternal mortality at the Charles Nicolle Hospital Maternity Department in Tunis between 1972 and 1975. With the exclusion of abortions (author's transl)].
The change in maternal mortality during the time of pregnancy, labour and the puerperium is similar in our department to that reported in many countries. The overall figure for maternal mortality between 1972 and 1975 is 0.54 per 1000 (54 per 100,000 deliveries. This is a halving of numbers as compared with our previous statistics. This improvement can be ascribed to several factors, which are increased in number and quality of medical and para-medical personnel, and the better environmental factors of the inhabitants of the region. On the other hand if mortality is looked at in relationship to aetiology, there has been no change in the order of the causes, which are principally haemorrhage and eclampsia. The former is avoidable in most cases by better prevention and blood replacement, which has to be fought for. The second, in spite of the drop of 50%, remains very worrying. Improvement in the prognosis for the mother depends on measures that are taken such as better equipment of maternity departments and informing and educating pregnant women.